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'No more trips to polls

Voting will now be by mail for most

By Fat Hampton Juim Tutowr, Mapa County Registrar
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Calislogsa s Mve precincls fo vole-by-

When the g Benlaad priseary Sv- gl under s stmie low that aliows the

tien occurs en Feb, 5, most Calistogans

will b votimg b sl ratker than ar
thiir irmditional polling ploces.
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Clty, Caltrans at odds

By Kim Beltran

Tribww Bl

Would G, Amokd Schwarcomepger po
i hat for Cabisicgn agninst the state's pow-
erful Dparemint of Tronspotation”

Calistogan Dueter Deiss thinks he mighi
1 b2 lonewe than sl plan Calirans s propos-
ing for ihe city's northers mierseciion = less
sale and less environmentally fricsdly than

Uihtaining an aud
o he: isaller iy e

ith the govemis
windch, baad irevor
Jack Gingles said Tuesday that he's readw 0
o over [Calieass’] head™ | fecling
slale Sen. Pal Wiggins ami .m'.-l clse who
may hove some piddl with the fodds agency
Council mombers wene fumieg over the
Imtet word from Caltrans regandisg e
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= v Baalf — owd of e pocker. Do and @ frierad Shay ook, dave snomed @ Sl licd aves mrafsed seorch sod resoue dops

iere? allvesses amd presrs in wimepards.

Man’s best friend is now a
vineyard pest’s worst enemy

Calistogan Caroline Upton
joins with friend to create
Insect Detection Dogs

By Him Boliran

Trimre Edurr

Cvrus may jus! be o bag's worst oremy.
bt th enadoes him a grape prowes
friznd

The four-year-olid hlsck 19h, & retined
starch and resoue dog, &= putting his =kills
w work in the vingyand, snidfing o pests
thal can destrow crops and cause millsons
af dollars worth of damage

Cyrus’ dwner, Calistops resident
Caralies Upsan, and ker friend Shay Cook
al Concord Bave becamed up 1o creale Insect
Dretectson Dogs (1D Dogsk, a conspany
which specializes in wsing canines o delers
mine iF & vineyand is nfested

These highly-tmined dogs can cover
maore ground in & day tean it takes a snsll
crew of fick] workers 1o cover m several
days ar more, especially when they're

"8 st

searching each vine for an inset that's
only a quarter of o centimeter in size
herely visshle 10 the naksd gy unloss
thene'™s 2 lange infestation, and by then, it
woahd be roo Date. Adkd 1o tha the ey Ut
the vime mcalybag, the Rbest semons pest
shreat o grape vines, often kakes under the
bark ol the ving or m the root system: and
you've got a bisg that’s difficsh oo desest in
A nmly and cost-gllacingg masmer.

Although dogs have long heen used hy
suthoribics 1o 3nilT oul drgs o bombs, il =
only in recens years thit scientists bave dis-
covercd a variely ol wses for the incradibl
power of the canine olfaciory system.

liiax thas £8ll, the state’s Departmen al’
Fish and Game began wsing dogs to detect
quaggn massscls, an invigive freshwaner
medlusk that clogs water pumpieg and irmi-
palion SyEiems, Accarding o a recen!
repest in the Sacramento Bee, the
Metrapoliten Waer [Mainct o Southern
Calsfomia bas speri £2.8 millics 1o control

See INMGS on pape &

THE Nosg Knows,..

B According to animal physicko-
gy research cone al Davidson
Caollege In North Carolina, the
olfactory center of a dog it more
than 40 times bigger than that of
a hurman, and a dog's sense of
smell ks estimated to be one mil-
lion times more afficient than
humans. Because of this, dogs
can datect a wide range of
odors under difficult conditions,
and are able o distinguish
batween the target odor in an
environment full of distracting
odors.

Cell phones
may not be
best choice
in emergency

By Michelle Wing

Tobmite 51T Wbde

Esvurvbodly aaes cull phomes an:
grear for emergencies bl the minh
I, using & lanlling enight pet help
1o you more quickly - of leass for
now

Whet woun gl #11 Froen a larsl-
line - such 2= the p m your
heme or offios of cven o
phone - your call goes directly to
the mearest emergency dispaiches
IT wow'"rw in Calistoga. vour call is
roned 1o the bocal polece stmiion,
arsl the dispatcher there immadi-
arcly kmows where yom're calling
Trim

When vou dml 911 from a cell
phone, Focall s ranstemred o
the Califormia Highway Fatral's
Comenunecarion

pary-

Gralden  Gime
Sue WAT oo e 6

New leader
coming for
rec services

By Pat Hamptan

Tribure Paisiabir

With the commumity posl
under corslrugtion and expanded
Tecrestion services an the cmin-
3"y o=t bl @ communety sery-
ices director is being recruited 1o
gl @ new cily departmest.

City manager Jim MoCann sid
that o of an iniial pool of 50
applicanits looking o fill the
mewly  eremied  Comsmunaly
Services Direclor position, 10
penple Bl begn olfergd wmgr-
views. The roster was pared doamn

v a final fows after recommenda-
tions were made by a five-memher

g pEnel gompeseld ol
admindstralive services direcior
David Spilwan, superintendess of

S REC o pagpe 6
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Contlnued from page /

the quapga, and recently approved
mrcahier S0 million

In bath the U5, and the United
Einpdom, researchcre have Fonmd
success using dogs 1o detect van-
ous forms of cancer by smellimp
uring, breath or sken, Im Asia and
the LS., canimes are now nsed to
snill oast ity Festations, sl
g Minnescas seience class, a
weacher uses her irained black kb
o fomd even the lniesl of meniusy
spills, caused by broken ther-
HHnelers

It 15 caly in the last twi vears
that the idea of usimg dops
deget vingyurd pesis has taksn
company in Somoma
thal Iraies and provedes
assisiance dogs wo the disabled
began experimeniing m 2006 with
pest deteenios, and Thes July, Cock
and Upton, who met chrough thear
wiek with the Califormia R
Dog Associgtion, lnchesd their
bwmsiness.

Uik, whe hegan tramning diogs
in 983, has two Gerrman
Shuphenis: Bishop. a siv-year-old
mel: specaslly trained in cadaver
srarch. amd Rixi, a six-month-old
1. A fowsth dag, a
German Shepherd named Criimson

also st of g cenified scanch
and rescue team with owner Scoit
Carliske - is leaming post detec-
tion 10 work with [0 Dogs.

Carlsle, a Benicia ressdeni

Female in s

Friday, Devember 21, 20407

alistoga N

wiha volunteers with the Mapa
County Srarch and Resose sguad,
first bhegam toving with the idea of
wding Crimson i his own pest
comtral busingss 1o sniff oot bed
bugs in Bay Arca hotels. Before
her conild make any progress in
that dircetion. hewrwer, Cook
called himi ohowt 10 Dogs.

“I decided it would be a ki
mare fan runsing sround in the
wincyards and bring outside.” he
bl

Cwras, who has the luxuary of
Hvimg el the vigsyands i
Mapa Yalbey. is abead of the other
disgs 0 i Trsiimg and =is neady
o go right now.” sasd Updon, who
s higr Tather Slisin Uplos's
Three Pelm Vinevards as traiming
prosani

This week. in fact, Upton and
Clarike i a1 Erasning rum For Dy
Monica Cooper, a siaff researcker
with UL Berkeley™s Departmgnl
of Envirenmental Science, Policy
anil Management, Cooper ix hop-
ing to document the work of dogs
andlTing oul b vine mealvhug.
lending the practice sceemiific
weight.

“This is very exciiing hecauss
the whole idea sorl of originated
with the growers,” Conper sasl,
referting to o group of Cameros
viesyard owners whe sne sonag-
gling 1o combal severe infesta-

tions f the wing mealyhug. 5o il

this is sumethimg that ke growers
wanl asd cun use, it's great

“Also, therv's odher pesls out
there and diseases that this coald
be buneficial for,” she mlded

Omng ol these disckses, pow-
dery mildew, is also very difficuli
1 Tind, Coeper said, amd she
hopes o run field css o see
how well the dogs do 2t locatimg
this threa

While it's truc the vine mealy-
bug has been tarpeted lor dog tri-
&l hecause of iis recend and repid
spresd, the pest is also a pood
gardidate For canies waks
becawse scientists have been dhle
T it Ty amwl seprodies The
scent, or pheromose, that the
fernale nsocls use T afirac)
males. The synchetically-pro-
duced pheromoens i= curremily

wscd ik traps Lo chgiuee the I'I'_lrll'l;
males, bari tracking down ibe hid-
dlen Temabes amang Thousands of
vimes proves timedy, costly and
extremely difficalt for Bumans,
Becasse the diogs can Terre
aut the timy bugs before they ve
spread and cassed sevens dam-
age, grovvers can ovosd cosily
eradecation measures. sanl Napa
Cosnty Agriculmrnl
Commassioner Dave Whitmer. Ax
af o, hose measies invelve
training amd special gear for vine-
vard woekers, extra g for
cleaming and'or inspecting field
eymipment and the cosl ol pesti-
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At Bty thie crew af frse
wre Carsdime [ipiow, Oy
maowrk-old Bivl fn e

Cpray far @ frofaing ra
mealvbug srapped iva s
& wime, and a “fwre, " ol
phermmone miven off by

eulee, he suul,

IFa dog locaies only one or
Iy pesls @ view, o cxan
the gromcer can drear jusi thot vine.

“From a post managemenl por-
apective, this 15 a grea hope for
the indusiry and for me and mw
depatment.” said Whilrner, who
nated that about 6lF properties in
Mapa Cogmly have some level of
vine mealybug infesmtion, “If
vou're leoking al spending up 10
51,0050 an aene o deal with an
infestation. it would probably be
wiarrth soivething o yoi s have a
dop come onto your property and
do a clieck

sle.
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pf Detection Doge, from right fo Tefl,
rus. Kickap, Shay Cowk and wix-

e fmvages above, Dmon prepares

® o focwde o fargers - 2 lve vioe

el rabe-Mke conrgirer and attacked te
r apnthefizeliy-prodeced sex

thee feweale imsect to witrack @ mate, fn

hnanse af fely discovery

“And for adpcenl propery
wwsers wia dos't think that they
have a vine mealybag problom
et weani 10 b sure,” e comdln-
ueid, “they could brieg o dog in to
evaluabe their property,”

The hotmds an 10D Dogs bave a
distinct advantage when 1 comes
b fearnimg o delect prohlems in
the vimevard, said Lipton. They've
all been mised ax search and fes-
el digs =0 they already under-
siznd the concepl of “Mnding
samithing,” Al the oweers have

10 do is imfrodeo: 2 now scenl asd

o a few practice rans and they
pick it up firly guickly.

Cyrus got it right om his first
iry, Uptan sasd.

A1 the irainang nen oo Monday,
the bauncing black lab keew it
was Lime B0 o 1o work and he
conlds't wait 1o get oul of the car.

When Liptom gave ham thi
ward, be lespt oun asd began rear-
ing upon kis hind legs and bark-
ing anl his awner for mstnections.
Upeon commanded him o sit,
which he dul, and iben she aand
oese waord: “Bug.” and he was aff

A Uptos walked up and down
gvery olher vineyvand row, Uynes
man a chactic, zig-mp pattern all
oeer the vineyand bt never going

isto

Kni s

the first photo, Cpeas car barely confmin iy excitement, bark-
ing omd jrmping wp b urge Dptor fe pee bim divssdon. She
weakes him calor dosew by baving i vir ard woid for ber
command, Xhe urers ore word, “bug, = and e races off o
check the wines, He found Borh torgety, voch rse polaing kis
wose ar e wind and feen remaing fe Updor barkiog fe fet der

more than 50 vards vr o belong
mmning back th chieck im with
Upion. Then be'd dash afT
agsain, oo i e dar “lodkiing™
fior the: scen,

According to Upbon, Cyrus
gl sover 1h acres i an kour,

As he ran mght next 1o the
vine willy the liwg vine mealy-
hug atiached o if, be hit the
brakes, ouched the ebe endas-
ing the bug with his nose amd
dashed two moms caver B0 Lipton,
harking excitedly to ket her
know he'd foussd the farpet

Hig reward: & red hall and
lots af praise.

Pace &

Vine mealybug:

Nasty little pest

Mealybusgs are soft, oval-bod-
el pests thar see pink in color
with a white waxy covering that
exionds mio Nkamenls abosg the
wurging of their bodies. Adah
fomakes loy their cpgs 1y
ag A00ar a time - ima whise, cot-
bomry onvisar:, Exgs Bartch anbo amadl
mymrpie thin are called crowlers.
These young mnphs highly
emohile md move hong distances
wighin a vine.

Fevales have the maditional
ook of a melyhug, Adult enabes
book like tiny wasps, mre noine
fliers, amdl amc atracsed I
pheromnones emitied by aduli
femnates

Mg they feed, meahdbags pro-
doce a sgmry cuerstin (honey-
dew) that supports the gromth of
sooby mold.  Infested chusters
bepome contnminmed with home
eydew, sooty mold. org secs, and
Tt of meabyvbags

In mopthern Calilormin, severs
ving mealvbug inlestnione e
also reduced vine growlh and
resulicd in defolimion, bamch rots
aid even apir omd came demh. In
addstion, hike other eealybugs,
ving meabvbups o dpread
grapevine virus diseases, such as

ETR

Thix pirafe shows o fesale
vinge mealrboag, emfargesl
suny rntes fis acial size.
wikicl is @boil 25 of & coi-
ifmeerer or ghont the seme
afee gy ke wivkre dor e e
gl of fler bag,

leadroll mnd corky bark.

Sgveral Eectors make vine
meahvbez mch more damagig
and difficulr o comtrol than other
neilibiag specics, inclading the
Fact Vhat i reprodugss b o bagher
rate than other species, enabiling
sl members of meabybesgz= w0
reach damaging levels in one sea-
som. N oales i med mative W0
Califormia, so # has fewer nateml
enemies than the grape or long-
miled  mealybug specics.
Establiched  populations  will
roguare repealed meectickle el
menis i keep them al mampeabls:
levels.




